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Diary Dates 
 

Term 1 Concludes 

Thursday 9th April @ 2:15pm 

Cancelled 

Playcentre 

Assemblies 

3 way interviews, postponed 

Combined Choir rehearsals 

Governing Council meetings 

Sports Day at Mundulla 

Apsley Well-being day 

All camps & excursions 

Harmony Day 

School Banking 

Staff training days 

Student Free day 

To look forward to 

YELP camp 

Canberra Camp 

Victor Harbor Camp 

 

URGENT:  

STAY AT HOME  

ON  WEEKENDS 

TO PROTECT  

THIS COMMUNITY,  

OUR CHILDREN AND  

OUR FAMILIES 

 

PO Box 61, Frances, SA 5262  Ph: (08)8765 1034  Fax: (08)8765 1004  

Email: dl.0138_info@schools.sa.edu.au www.francesps.sa.edu.au  

Dear Families, 

When this new year began in January, there was no hint of the global turmoil that has  

unfolded in the last weeks. For all of us the ground keeps shifting as we navigate this un-

mapped place. 

Thank you to all of the Frances Primary School staff who have set aside their own  

circumstances and concerns in order to maintain a calm and positive learning environment at 

school each day amidst the emotional turmoil of life that surrounds us all. 

We appreciate the understanding of all families with the Victor Harbor camp needing to be 

postponed. Accommodation and activity organisers have been very helpful and camp has 

now been rebooked for November.  

As the coronavirus outbreak intensifies, students have been understandably fragile and  

attending to formal learning is becoming increasingly difficult for them. At school there have 

been additional opportunities for sporting activities. Thank you to Keasty who ran a footy  

clinic here on Thursday when local training was cancelled and to Peter Anderson who  

offered a karate clinic on the oval on Friday. Rosalie and Ada have been a whiz in the  

kitchen and we are grateful to the Thomas family for the donation of the large box of apples 

for cooking.  

With Playcentres now all closed, Keryn has been able to bring our youngest children into this 

beautiful space where they have been processing their own fears through play. Last week 

they set up a childrenôs hospital where they cared for all of the baby dolls. Play is the work of 

childhood. 

Schools are unique environments where maintaining social distance is impossible. Therefore 

it is important to minimise risk by reducing the number of people who staff and students have 

contact with during the day. We are asking parents to not come on site unless it is absolutely 

essential. We have been assured that supplies of hand sanitiser will soon be available. 

Teachers have been vigilant with maintaining familiar routines as far as possible to reduce 

the anxiety students bring with them to school each day. Please be assured that all staff are 

doing everything possible to ensure students feel safe and cared for while continuing some 

learning. We have appreciated the support of the community as together we traverse this 

new terrain. 

It is essential that students STAY AT HOME after school and on the weekends to support the 

national effort to slow the spread of this virus. Students here are very fortunate being able to 

go outside and play, ride their bikes and help with farm work so there is lots for them to do. 

There is no room for complacency!  This is not the time to go visiting, have outings or  

visitors. This is the time to ñbunker downò and look forward to the return of normality with our 

families safe and well. 

Teachers have been sending learning materials home to those families who are able to keep 

their children at home, reducing the risk of infection and the spread of this virus. 

Thank you again to Keasty who is maintaining the school grounds so thoroughly and to Kylie 

for all of the additional vigilance with cleaning. 

Attached to this newsletter please find some information about coronavirus anxiety that may 
be helpful. Take care and keep safe. 

Joyce Dinan  
Principal 

Attendance from  

the past fortnight was  

87.3% 

Our target is 95% 

 
 

 

Zoe Livingston    10th April  
 



Stem /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
Students were asked to create a bridge using only paper, sticky tape and 

masking tape. The bridge had to span the blue and red seats without any  

sticky tape being stuck to the seats and without it being held on the chair by 

reams of paper. Some students used weighted objects to counter the weight of 

the canister. The designs were all very innovative.  



 

 





 
 

 

Zoe Livingston    10th April  
 

 

 

 

For All Your 

Sapsasa Information 

       including district selections, state carnivals  

and state selections, go to  

www.usesapsasa.org.au  

www.eduaction.sa.gov.au/sport 

Notice from CommBank School Banking  

The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities 

and our people is our first priority. Due to the rapidly 

developing situation with coronavirus, School Banking 

has been  

temporarily paused from 20 March 2020 until the start 

of Term 2. Please don’t bring your deposit book with 

your weekly banking into school and we will notify you 

when banking will recommence. 

CROSS BORDER TRAVEL DIRECTION 

Please see link below: 

https://www.police.sa.gov.au/sa-police-news-assets/

front-page-news/direction-released-for-travel-into-

south-australia 

Individuals seeking an exemption from the South 

Australian Government’s border lockdown will need 

to lodge a request via email to travel  

interstate without needing to self-isolate. 

Email:  sacovid19exemptions@sa.gov.au with as much 

detail as possible. 

http://www.usesapsasa.org.au
http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sport/
https://www.police.sa.gov.au/sa-police-news-assets/front-page-news/direction-released-for-travel-into-south-australia
https://www.police.sa.gov.au/sa-police-news-assets/front-page-news/direction-released-for-travel-into-south-australia
https://www.police.sa.gov.au/sa-police-news-assets/front-page-news/direction-released-for-travel-into-south-australia
mailto:sacovid19exemptions@sa.gov.au


FRANCES PRIMARY SCHOOL TERM 1, 2020 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT SUN 

1 Jan 27 

Australia Day 

Jan 28 

Students return 

Jan 29 

Newsletter 

Jan 30 Jan 31 

 

Feb 1 

 

Feb 2 

 

 

2 Feb 3 

Orientation 

Night  

5:30-7:30pm 

Feb 4 

 

Feb 5 

 

 

Feb 6 Feb 7 

 

Feb 8 Feb 9 

3 Feb 10 Feb 11 

AGM 6:00pm  

Governing Coun-

cil      meeting 

Feb 12 

Newsletter 

Swimming 

Feb 13 

Swimming 

Feb 14 

Swimming 

Welcome 

Bird Watch 

SA  

Feb 15 

Country  Mu-

sic  

Festival 

Feb 16 

Country   

Music 

Festival 

4 Feb 17 

 

 

Feb 18 

External School 

Review 

 

Feb 19 

 

Feb 20 

 

Feb 21 

Sapsasa 

swimming & 

cricket trials 

 

Feb 22 Feb 23 

5 Feb 24 

 

Feb 25 

YELP @ Caves 

Eva, Evie,  

Oscar, Matthew 

Feb 26 

Swimming 

Mini-Carnival 

@ Goroke 

Newsletter 

Feb 27 

Assembly 

2:45pm 

Feb 28 

Student Free 

Day 

 

Feb 29 Mar 1 

 

6 Mar 2 

 

Mar 3 

Wellbeing  

Ambassador Day 

Will & Scarlett 

Mar 4 

Frances PS 

Sports Day 

Mar 5 

 

Mar 6 Mar 7 Mar 8 

7 Mar 9 

Adelaide Cup 

Public  

Holiday 

Mar 10 

 

Mar 11 
Kowree  

Swimming  

Carnival @ 

Goroke 

Newsletter 

Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14 Mar 15 

8 Mar 16 

School Camp 

(Postponed) 

Mar 17 

School Camp 

(Postponed) 

 

Mar 18 

School Camp| 

(Postponed) 

 

Mar 19 

Well-being 

Day @ Apsley 

PS 

(Cancelled) 

Mar 20 

Community 

Hour Karate 

 

Mar 21 

Lucindale 

Field Days 

(Cancelled) 

Mar 22 

9 Mar 23 

NAPLAN Trial 

11:30am              

Governing 

Council 

6:00pm 

(Cancelled)  

Mar 24 

 

Mar 25 

Newsletter 

Mar 26 

9:45am Choir 

practice at 

Bordertown 

(Cancelled) 

Mar 27 

Harmony 

Day  

Naracoorte 

(Cancelled) 

Mar 28 Mar 29 

10 Mar 30 

Student Free 

Day 

(Cancelled) 

Mar 31 

Student led 3-way  

conferences  

(Postponed) 

 

Apr 1 Apr 2 Apr 3     
Combined 

Sports Day              

@ Mundulla 

(Cancelled) 

Apr 4 Apr 5 

11 Apr 6 Apr 7 Apr 8 

Newsletter 

Apr 9 

2:15pm  

Dismissal 

Apr 10 

Good Friday 

Apr 11 Apr 12 

Easter 

Sunday 

Hols        

Hols        


