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Frances Primary School 
Promotes and values: 

Learning, Enjoyment, Caring 

& 100% Effort 

Diary Dates 

Swimming 

Mon 18th Feb -  

Wed 20th Feb 

9:45am - 12pm 

Folk Gathering School’s Day 

Friday 22nd February 

Frances Sports Day 

Friday 1st March 

Adelaide Cup  

Mon March 11th 

Harmony Day 

Junior Class 

Fri March 22nd 

Coorong  

Senior Class 

Friday March 22nd 

Combined Schools Sports Day 

Friday 29th March 

SAPSASA Athletics Trials 

Friday 5th April  

Pupil Free Days 2019 

Friday 8th March 

Friday 7th June 

Dear Families 

The first weeks of the new school year have been defined by strong family and com-

munity support. The Orientation Evening was well attended with families providing 

positive feedback about how settled their children are at school this year and the pro-

gress they are making. The evening provided an opportunity for families to meet new 

Junior Class teacher Ashlee Jolley, to welcome back Kara Heinrich and Carla Wallis 

in the Senior Class, our wonderful support staff and myself. Comments about im-

proved student learning outcomes reinforced our strong focus on academic achieve-

ment. Learning is our core business.  

During the evening there was speculation about what the world might be like when 

our new Reception students graduate in 2032, and how the employment market is 

demanding people who are agile, creative, collaborative and curious. At Frances we 

are also working with students to build their stamina, resilience and pride, growing 

students who are able to hoe to the end of the row. In classrooms teachers are increas-

ingly talking to students about what they are learning and why and outlining the suc-

cess criteria for each task. The explicit feedback students receive from teachers and 

offer others, guides them towards improvement.  

Sharing a meal together with children playing happily in our welcoming grounds was 

a relaxed and productive Frances Primary School moment and a very positive start to 

the year. Thank you to everyone who was able to join us for the evening. 

Governing Council: Last night the Annual General Meeting was held at school. At the 

meeting, the 2018 school year was reviewed before all positions were declared vacant 

and  the new Governing Council was formed. Kylie Smith was thanked for her  gener-

ous leadership as Governing Council Chair. It is my privilege to announce the new 

Council for 2019. 

 

 * Chair: Louis Koch 

 * Vice Chairs: Jane Fitzgerald and Tom Sambell 

 * Secretary: Zoe Hoctor 

 * Treasurer: Jo Koch 

After a discussion about the challenges and benefits of having a larger Governing 

Council, it was agreed that the following nominated members would sit on the Gov-

erning Council: Craig Pfitzner, Loren Thomas, Abby Dowsett, Sile Sim, Leanne 

Ramsden, Christabel Pretlove and Simon Bird. We especially welcome our communi-

ty representative Rosalie Wise. Sub-committee membership will be decided at the 

next meeting on March 19th.  

Congratulations to all office bearers and members and thank you for your willingness 

to steer our ship as we review our school vision and values, respond to the recommen-

dations of the External School Review held late last year and set directions for the 
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HELP WANTED  

Could we please have two  

parent helpers to cook the bbq 

for students at the Folk  

Gathering School’s day on  

Friday 22nd from 11.30am. 

Please contact the school if you 

are able to help. 



next stage in the journey that is Frances Primary School. A copy of Governing Council minutes is always available at the 

school office. Everyone’s voice is valued at our school. 

Volunteers: We are immensely grateful to some of our regular volunteers who are enriching the lives of our students. Thank 

you to Rosalie Wise who leads the cooking on Wednesday afternoons. We are very grateful to retired teachers Keryn Pilmore, 

Susan Jamison and Julie Ramsdale who are sharing their considerable expertise as they support our students with their learn-

ing. Thank you also to Jane Fitzgerald who is offering her time as students fine tune their athletics skills in preparation for 

sports day. How fortunate are we!  

Student Governing Council: Senior students are preparing their applications to nominate for leadership roles for the year. The 

presentation of speeches and voting will occur on Friday. Being a role model for other students and demonstrating the strong 

values that our community aspires to are evident in so many of our students. We look forward to announcing our school lead-

ers on Monday.  

Uniform: Thank you to families who ensure students arrive at school in the mornings with their red t-shirt and school appropri-

ate clothes. It is wonderful that so many families value our school image and ensure that students are representing their school 

with pride. Respecting the school uniform is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

School Camps: School camp for this year is scheduled for the last week of the term. Planning is underway for students in 

Years 3-7 to travel to Ballarat  on the Tuesday, where they will stay overnight at Sovereign Hill. On Wednesday they will train 

into Melbourne for an action packed day before returning to Sovereign Hill for the night. On the Thursday the R-2 students 

will join us for an adventure into life in the past at Sovereign Hill. All students will stay overnight at Sovereign Hill on the 

Thursday before returning to school on the Friday ready for the school holidays. We are looking for a male parent to join us on 

the camp. Please consider. 

School Bus Review: Several families have participated in the online discussion offering input into the government’s review of 

the SA school bus arrangements. Families are strongly urged to have their say by emailing: schoolbusreview@sa.gov.au  This 

review could make a real difference to our school which is already on the government’s radar. Students in the Senior Class 

provided their own response which I will collate and email as a combined email. Students spoke about the issues of equity and 

justice, the use of government and school funds and the impact of bus arrangements on our small school. 

As a student at Frances Primary School I believe that:  

...going to school is a necessity and you should at least be prepared to provide transport. Please think this through. Ada 

...if you support one school bus you should support the rest because if not that wouldnôt be fair. Harvey 

...parents pay taxes so the SA Government should supply a free school bus. If the Victorian government can supply a bus, why 

canôt you? Lizzie 

...we are just as important as anyone else. Phoebe 

...please speak up for our SA bus. Scarlett 

Premier’s Reading Challenge: It is anticipated that 100% of students will be participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge 

this year. Please encourage children to select some of the nominated books and record each book they read so they can be 

acknowledged for their efforts through the Reading Challenge medals and certificates. Further information is available at: 

www.prc.sa.edu.au or email prc@sa.gov.au or phone 08 8226 2006.  Reading is a major focus at our school this year. 

Attendance: We continue to be concerned about student attendance at school. Last Friday half of our students were absent, 

involved in family holidays, sporting events and visiting relatives. While we completely understand the need for families to 

have holidays around the farming schedule, we also need to work together to ensure our students are at school each day. When 

students are away, gaps quickly form in their learning. Please make every effort to ensure students are at school every day. 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help at the Charlegrark fundraising event. Thank you to Goode Paddocks for 

donating the eggs!!! How generous!!! We look forward to welcoming families over the next weeks as we participate in a range 

of events, especially our school and interschool sport’s days, both to be held in Frances.  

Kind Regards 

Joyce Dinan 

Principal 

Principal Report– continued 



Literacy is a school-wide focus this year, and the Senior Class is no exception. Our first two weeks have in-

cluded all facets of English – reading, writing, speaking and listening, spelling and grammar – and have re-

sulted in some fantastic learning, discussions, text creation and reading sessions. To spark ideas, picture 

prompts including items you’d find in a strawberry patch,  an idyllic smooth-as-glass lake scene and an ac-

tion shot of a caving adventure have been presented. Students used these to 

create a narrative, a description, to drastically improve some provided ‘sick’ 

sentences and to explore the use of figurative language. We will continue to ex-

tend vocabulary knowledge through class discussion, weekly spelling words and 

exposure to sample texts.  

Grammar foci have been chosen for this initial part of the term in response to 

needs identified from students’ writing samples. Tense – identifying past, pre-

sent and future tense, and keeping tense con-

sistent when writing – was in need of attention, 

and a reminder about correct sentence construction should lead to improved 

quality of writing. Students enjoyed experimenting with the use of relative 

clauses to add extra information and make their sentences more complex. 

Many are using tone, language and literary devices encountered in their own 

reading when they write, which proves just how 

much of an effect reading has on other learning.  

Senior class students are taking very little per-

suasion to read, and it’s fantastic to see them 

sharing books with friends, discussing storylines with teachers and each other, 

and in some cases needing reminders to put the book away for now so they can 

focus on Maths! We have library time each week as well as an extensive supply 

of books in the classroom. One of our chief delights as teachers is introducing 

students to books that they end up loving.  

Other current learning includes:  

¶ Biological sciences – skills in focus questioning and researching 

¶ Multiplication tables and a quick review of the four operations in Maths to 

prepare for the rest of the year 

¶ Perspectives and different viewpoints in Art 

¶ Creating a game about animal classification using the program Scratch in 

    Digital Technologies 

¶ Developing automaticity with numbers 20 – 100 in French 

¶ Sustainability, food conservation, working together with a shared goal and an 

introduction to ratios in the form of strawberries to sugar in the food  

section of Technologies (thanks Rosalie!) 

Students are keeping a learning journal and frequently have the opportunity to reflect on feedback in class. 

Over the next week we will add to this an individual plan for each student to move them forward into the 

next stage of their learning, taking into account their goals and areas for development. We are excited about 

the targeted direction this will establish for each child at Frances and look forward to seeing them progress 

successfully to achieve personal excellence.  

Upcoming events include school swimming at the Naracoorte Swimming Lake, 

the schools program on Friday at the Frances Folk Gathering, our local Sports 

Day, and in late March the Coorong Walk facilitated by fantastic staff from 

Natural Resources Management. It will be good to balance exercise of the mind 

with exercise of the body.  

We anticipate interesting adventures, learning success stories and information 

following students’ interests to share with you next time.  
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ǝŀƭ ŦǳǊȅ ƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŀ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŘŜŬƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ ōǳƭƭȅ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƳŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ 
ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŭǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŬƴƛǝƻƴ όƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻũŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ŎƻǇƛƴƎ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ ! ǿŀȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
ōȅ ŬǊǎǘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŜƎ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀƴκǊǳŘŜκǳƴƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊκƘƛƳΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀǎ .Ŝƭƭ ǎǳƎπ
ƎŜǎǘǎΣ ǇǊƻƳǇǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ōȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ Ψά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΚέ !ƴŘΣ 
ŀǎ ŀ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-ǳǇΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΚέΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ 
ŜƳƻǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻƻ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƘŀƴ ƎƻƻŘΦ Lƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ΨǾƛŎǝƳƛǎŜŘΩ ƛƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΣ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴπ
ǎƘƛǇ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǝŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƛƴ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ-aƻƻǊŜΣ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ 
Χ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŀƴƴŜǎǎ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ǎŜƴŘǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ Lǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƪƛŘǎΣ Ψ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǘ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǳƴƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦΩ  !ǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎǊƻǿ ƻƭŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ Ǝƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǳǇǎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻũŜƴǎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΦ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǎǘǳƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ǊŜŀŎǝƻƴǎ 
ƘŀŘ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
.ȅ ŘŜŬƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƴƎ 
ǘŜǊƳ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΦ 
CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΥ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ-aƻƻǊŜ tƘŘΣ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ƻŘŀȅΥ Lǎ ƛǘ .ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΧhǊ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ aŜŀƴƴŜǎǎΚ  
.ǊŀŘŜƴ .ŜƭƭΣ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ tƻǎǘΥ bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǳƴƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΥ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǝπ
ŀǘŜΦ 
.ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ bƻ ²ŀȅΗ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎƴƻǿŀȅΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκ 

 

https://www.parentshop.com.au/author/parentshop/
https://www.parentshop.com.au/category/adolescent/
https://www.parentshop.com.au/category/children/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/growing-friendships/201410/is-it-bullyingor-ordinary-meanness
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2018/08/16/not-all-unkindness-is-bullying-heres-why-we-need-to-teach-kids-to-differentiate/?utm_term=.efb10c8c6dc7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2018/08/16/not-all-unkindness-is-bullying-heres-why-we-need-to-teach-kids-to-differentiate/?utm_term=.efb10c8c6dc7
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
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For All Your SAPSASA Information 

       including district selections, state carnivals  

and state selections, go to  

www.usesapsasa.org.au  

or www.decd.sa.gov.au/sport/ 

 

PIANO LESSONS 

Piano lessons are held on Monday 

mornings this year.  

Cost is $25 per lesson.  

Enquiries to Nikki: 0402 086 079  

A reading pack has been sent home to  

Reception students and Play Centre  

children courtesy of the Government. This 

will further support their reading. 

http://www.usesapsasa.org.au
http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sport/






FRANCES PRIMARY SCHOOL TERM 1, 2019 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNES-

DAY 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT SUN 

1 
Jan 28 

 

Jan 29 

Term 1 

Starts 

Jan 30 

Newsletter 

Jan 31 Feb 1 Feb 2 Feb 3 

2 
Feb 4 

Orientation 

evening  

Feb 5 Feb 6 Feb 7 Feb 8 Feb 9 Feb 10 

3 
Feb 11 

 

 

 

Feb 12 

AGM 

Governing 

Council  

Feb 13 

Newsletter 

Feb 14 Feb 15 

 

 

Feb 16 

 

Feb 17 

4 
Feb 18 

Swimming 

Feb 19 

Swimming 

Feb 20 

Swimming 

Feb 21 Feb 22 

Frances Folk 

Gathering 

Schoolôs Day    

Feb 23 Feb 24 

5 
Feb 25 

 

Feb 26 Feb 27 

YELP 

Newsletter 

Feb 28 Mar 1 

Frances  

Sports Day 

Mar 2 Mar 3 

6 
Mar 4 

 

Mar 5 Mar 6 Mar 7 Mar 8 

PUPIL FREE 

DAY 

 

Mar 9 Mar 10 

7 
Mar 11 

ADELAIDE 

CUP  

HOLIDAY 

Mar 12 Mar 13 

Newsletter 

Mar 14 Mar 15 

SE Field Days 

Mar 16 Mar 17 

8 
Mar 18 

 

Mar 19 

World of 

Maths, 

Padthaway 

Governing 

Mar 20 

Play Centre 

AGM 

Mar 21 Mar 22 

Harmony Day - 

Naracoorte  

Junior Class 

Coorong -  

Senior Class 

Mar 23 Mar 24 

9 
Mar 25 

 

Mar 26 Mar 27 

Newsletter 

Mar 28 

NAPLAN 

practice day 

 

Mar 29 

Combined 

Schools Sports 

Day 

Mar 30 Mar 31 

10 Apr 1 

 

Apr 2 

Cyber  

Safety 

Naracoorte 

Apr 3 Apr 4 Apr 5 Apr 6 Apr 7 

11 Apr 8 

 

Apr 9 

3-7 Camp 

Apr 10 

Newsletter 

3-7 Camp 

Apr 11 

R-7 Camp 

Apr 12 

R-7 Camp 

Apr 13 Apr 14 

Hols Apr 15 Apr 16 Apr 17 Apr 18 Apr 19 

Good Friday 
Apr 20 Apr 21 

Hols Apr 22 

Easter Monday 
Apr 23 Apr 24 Apr 25 Apr 26 Apr 27 Apr 28 


